
Russian television has changed a lot since the Soviet
days. Now it looks more or less the same as TV in any
other European country. There are a lot of syndicated
programmes on the air such as Behind the Glass (Big
Brother),The Weakest Link, Who Wants to Be a Millionaire etc.
Also, soap operas are in many cases the same as the ones
currently broadcast in the UK and the USA.

However, there are things that are different.When the
next holiday approaches in Russia, all the channels are
flooded with variety shows and comedy shows
performed by stand-up comedians. TV debates
between politicians with live telephone polls are often
much more agressive than in the UK. Also, Russians seem
to appreciate not only the movies produced in the USA
and the UK, but also masterpieces of Italian and French
cinematography. On Russian TV there are only a few
lifestyle programmes on the air, as opposed to the UK
where they take up a huge chunk of the schedule.A genre
which is also absent from Russian TV is the docusoap,
which for some reason attracts a large TV audience in the
UK. On the negative side, there is too much violence and
crime on Russian TV, especially the detailed crime and
disaster scenes revealing personal tragedies of the victims
and people involved. Where British TV would describe
what has happened, Russian TV will show it.

The Soviet era has enriched Russian TV and has given it
some unique programmes that cannot be found anywhere
but in Russia. One of these programmes is KVN – an
abbreviation that in Russian stands for The Cheerful and
Clever Club. They say that this acronym was also chosen
because the first Russian mass-produced TV set was called
a KVN after the first letters of the names of its engineers.
In this programme several teams of young people – usually
university students – compete with each other by acting
out humorous sketches and making jokes about
politicians and so on. In the Soviet days this was the only
TV programme where one could hear jokes referring to
politics.

At the moment there are about a dozen TV channels,
the biggest are Channel One (ORT), Rossiya (RTR) and
NTV. Some of the channels are privately owned and
some are controlled by the state. Regardless
of the ownership, all the channels except
Kultura broadcast a lot of adverts,
which most people find annoying. To
the credit of the UK, they have at least
two public channels BBC 1 and BBC 2
that have no adverts at all.

Lead-in
11 TThhee  ddiiaaggrraamm  bbeellooww  sshhoowwss  tthhee  rraattiinnggss  ooff

TTVV  cchhaannnneellss..  WWhhiicchh  ooff  tthheemm  ddoo  yyoouu
wwaattcchh??  WWhhiicchh  iiss  yyoouurr  ffaavvoouurriittee??  WWhhyy??
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33 LLiisstteenn  aanndd  cciirrccllee  tthhee  TTVV  ggeennrreess  AA--NN  tthhaatt
aarree  mmeennttiioonneedd  iinn  tthhee  tteexxtt..

22 WWhhiicchh  RRuussssiiaann  TTVV  pprrooggrraammmmeess  mmiigghhtt  bbee
ooff  iinntteerreesstt  ttoo  ffoorreeiiggnneerrss??  RReeaadd  oorr  lliisstteenn
aanndd  cchheecckk..

AA cartoon
BB chat show
CC comedy show
DD documentary
EE game show
FF lifestyle

programme
GG movie

HH news
II reality show
JJ situation comedy

(sitcom)
KK soap opera
LL sports
MM talk show
NN variety show

44 aa)) RReeaadd  tthhee  tteexxtt..  WWhhaatt  ddoo  ‘‘ddooccuussooaapp’’
aanndd  ‘‘rroocckkuummeennttaarryy’’ mmeeaann??  FFoorrmm  yyoouurr
oowwnn  ccoommppoouunndd  nnoouunnss  ttoo  ddeessccrriibbee
pprrooggrraammmmeess  wwhhiicchh  aarree  mmiixxttuurreess  ooff
ddiiffffeerreenntt  TTVV  ggeennrreess..

bb)) EExxppllaaiinn  tthhee  wwoorrddss  iinn  bboolldd..
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DDaattee TTiimmee PPrrooggrraammmmee CChh    
1 01.01 Thu 21:29 New Year’s Night

with the 1st Channel2 30.12 Tue 21:29 The Police Station: 6th episode
3 03.01 Sat 19:59 Who Wants  to Be 

a Millionaire?
4 31.12 Wed 15:35 Michael Zadornov: a

New Year Concert5 31.12 Wed 20:13 Vesti: Local Time
6 20.12 Sat 21:25 The Last Hero. The

End of the Game7 20.12 Sat 21:48 Vitaly Klichko vs
Dannel Nicholson

8 04.01 Sun 20:00 The Moment of Truth
9 31.12 Wed 16:23 The Irony of Faith or

Bon Steam10 31.12 Wed 16:45 The Big Laundry with
Lyudmila Gurchenko

11 03.01 Sat 14:27 Vacation in
Prostokvashino

12 03.01 Sat 20:13 The Cheerful & Clever
Club 2003 Final

13 16.12 Tue 22:36 Kremlin-9: The Chronicles

55 RReeaadd  tthhee  tteexxtt  aanndd  mmaarrkk  tthhee  sseenntteenncceess  11--
55  aass  B ((BBrriittiisshh  cchhaannnneellss))  oorr  R ((RRuussssiiaann
cchhaannnneellss))..

11 They mainly show American movies.
.......

22 They have a lot of comedy shows. .......
33 They conduct live telephone polls in

political debates on TV. .......
44 They don’t have many lifestyle

programmes. .......
55 They don’t show crime scenes. .......

66 RReeaadd  tthhee  lliisstt  ooff  ttoopp  1133  TTVV  pprrooggrraammmmeess
ffrroomm  tthhee  ppeerriioodd  ooff  1155tthh DDeecceemmbbeerr  ––  1155tthh

JJaannuuaarryy  aanndd  ttrraannssllaattee  ((gguueessss))  tthhee  nnaammeess
ooff  tthheessee  pprrooggrraammmmeess  iinnttoo  RRuussssiiaann..
CCllaassssiiffyy  tthhee  pprrooggrraammmmeess  bbyy  ggeennrreess  AA--NN
ffrroomm  EExx..  33..

CChhoooossee  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  pprrooggrraammmmeess  iinn  tthhee
TTVV  lliissttiinngg  oonn  tthhee  lleefftt..  PPrreesseenntt  iitt  ttoo  yyoouurr
EEnngglliisshh  ffrriieenndd..  MMeennttiioonn  tthhee  ggeennrree  aanndd
tthhee  pprreesseenntteerr((ss))  aanndd  ttrraannssllaattee  tthhee
pprrooggrraammmmee’’ss  nnaammee  aanndd  ddeessccrriippttiioonn  iinnttoo
EEnngglliisshh..
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