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Lead-in
11 LLooookk  aatt  tthhee  ppiiccttuurreess  ooff  RRuussssiiaann  lleeaaddeerrss

ooff  tthhee  2200tthh  cceennttuurryy..  MMaakkee  gguueesssseess
aabboouutt  tthhee  rroollee  tthheeyy  ppllaayyeedd  iinn  tthhee  hhiissttoorryy
ooff  tthhee  bbiiggggeesstt  RRuussssiiaann  rreettaaiilleerr  ––  tthhee
SSttaattee  DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  SSttoorree  ((GGUUMM))..  LLiisstteenn
aanndd  cchheecckk..

44 RReeaadd  aanndd  ffiinndd  ffiivvee  wwaayyss  iinn  wwhhiicchh  GGUUMM
iiss  rreeffeerrrreedd  ttoo  iinn  tthhee  tteexxtt..  TThheenn  eexxppllaaiinn
tthhee  wwoorrddss  iinn  bboolldd..  GGiivvee  tthhee  RRuussssiiaann
eeqquuiivvaalleennttss  ffoorr::

ñ register of complaints  ñ price tags 
ñ print shop  ñ household utensils

IInn  ppaaiirrss,,  cchhoooossee  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  RRuussssiiaann
lleeaaddeerrss  iinn  tthhee  ppiiccttuurreess  aanndd  tteellll  yyoouurr
ppaarrttnneerr  wwhhaatt  wwaass  hhaappppeenniinngg  ttoo
GGUUMM  wwhheenn  hhee  wwaass  iinn  ppoowweerr..

Speaking

Reading & Listening

11 When he died, Red square was blocked
for three days. .................

22 He introduced the new economic policy in
Russia (NEP). .................

33 When he was in power, GUM became the
largest shopping centre in the former
USSR. .................

44 When he was the Russian leader, GUM
had 11 sections. .................

55 When he was in the Kremlin, GUM was
privatised. .................

66 He was the man behind perestroika and
glasnost. .................

33 RReeaadd  tthhee  tteexxtt  aanndd  ffiinndd  aann  EEnngglliisshh
ssaayyiinngg..  WWhhaatt  iiss  iittss  RRuussssiiaann  eeqquuiivvaalleenntt??

22 LLiisstteenn  aanndd  ffoorr  ssttaatteemmeennttss  11  --  66  wwrriittee  tthhee
nnaammee  ooff  tthhee  RRuussssiiaann  lleeaaddeerr..  TThheenn,,  rreeaadd
aanndd  cchheecckk..

55 MMaattcchh  tthhee  ppiiccttuurreess  AA--FF  ttoo  GGUUMM’’ss
ddeeppaarrttmmeennttss  ((11  --  66))..

11 Footwear
22 Utensils
33 Gifts

44 Tableware
55 Knitwear
66 Haberdashery
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11889900--11889933 FFOOUUNNDDAATTIIOONN  OOFF  TTHHEE  UUPPPPEERR  GGAALLLLEERRYY:: Originally, GUM was known as the Upper Gallery.
It was designed by architect Pomerantsev and forms the North-Eastern border of Red Square. The
building has three longitudinal aarrccaaddeess – three storeys each – and a deep bbaasseemmeenntt. The unique
glass roof, designed by engineer Shukhov, covered an area lleeaasseedd  to as many as 1,000 shops.
11889933--11991177 NNEEWW  CCEENNTTUURRYY  ––  NNEEWW  DDEEMMAANNDDSS:: Price lists and the first rreeggiisstteerr  of ccoommppllaaiinnttss  and
suggestions were introduced in the Upper Gallery for the first time in the history of Moscow. Prior
to that, salesmen used to quote prices themselves to each customer. PPrriiccee  ttaaggss left no room for
bbaarrggaaiinnss or nneeggoottiiaattiioonnss, which had been a favourite Russian pastime for centuries.
11991177--11992200 OONN  AA  SSHHAARRPP  HHIISSTTOORRIICCAALL  TTUURRNN:: After its nationalisation in 1917, business at the Upper
Gallery began declining and it cceeaasseedd trading in early 1918. It started the monotonous life of a
government building, hhoouussiinngg  numerous Soviet organisations and bbuurreeaauuss..  Given an overall llaacckk of
any food or goods, shops were no longer necessary. The building became cold and dduullll with no lights
as the power plant in the basement was flooded.
11992211--11993311 NNEEWW  EECCOONNOOMMIICC  PPOOLLIICCYY  ((NNEEPP)):: In 1921, after Vladimir Lenin introduced NEP, the Upper
Gallery was re-opened as a trading centre and was renamed GUM (pronounced ‘goom’), which in
Russian stands for the State Department Store, but GUM was only a sshhaaddooww  of the former mmaarrbbllee
glory of the Upper Gallery.
11993311--11994411 IINNDDUUSSTTRRIIAALLIISSAATTIIOONN  AANNDD  AA  PPLLAANNNNEEDD  EECCOONNOOMMYY:: In the 1930s, Joseph Stalin aabbaannddoonneedd
NEP in favour of a planned economy. GUM was again populated by government clerks. A pprriinntt  sshhoopp
for the Soviet of People’s Commissars (Sovnarcom) was moved into GUM’s building. GUM might
have disappeared altogether during this period because one of Stalin’s plans was to ddeemmoolliisshh it to
double the size of Red Square. Luckily, this was ppuutt  oonn  hhoolldd  and never implemented.
11994411--11994455 WWOORRLLDD  WWAARR  IIII:: Despite massive evacuation of Muscovites and state enterprises, GUM
carried on its own monotonous life. Not surprisingly, being in Red Square, it was bombed by the
Nazis many times, but it survived and it wwiittnneesssseedd the Victory Parade of 1945.
11994433--11995533 PPOOSSTT--WWAARR  YYEEAARRSS:: The country was hheeaalliinngg its wwoouunnddss, but instead of restoring GUM,
various plans were discussed on how to change the look of Red Square, such as whether to build a
huge monument or to put up a luxurious wall with ssttaannddss for people to watch parades in Red
Square from. Fortunately, something seemed to go wrong every time and none of those plans
succeeded so GUM stayed where it was and kept being used for offices.
11995544--11996644 AA  ‘‘TTHHAAWW’’:: In March 1953, in preparation for Stalin’s ffuunneerraall, Red Square was blocked and
eenncciirrcclleedd  by KGB officers for three days. Several months later the government made a decision to
move all the offices from GUM and rreessuummee trade there. The year of 1953 is considered to be the
second birth of the mall. Under Khrushchov, the restored sales areas of the mall now consisted of
11 sections: textiles, ready-made clothes, footwear, kknniittwweeaarr, underwear, hhoouusseehhoolldd  uutteennssiillss,
furniture, carpets, ffuurrss and hats, ssttaattiioonneerryy, toys and souvenirs. The number of items offered for sale
aammoouunntteedd  ttoo  over 30,000.
11996655--11998855 YYEEAARRSS  OOFF  SSTTAAGGNNAATTIIOONN:: Under Brezhnev, when decisions made by the Central
Committee of the Communist Party were not up for discussion, an order was given: ‘Remove GUM
from close to the ssaaccrreedd objects of the Soviet people: The Mausoleum and Kremlin!” This could well
have been the end of GUM. However, the wife of a high-ranking communist leader was so used to
buying her fur coats and other clothes at GUM that, having heard the rumours, she spoke to her
husband and at the next meeting he nnaaiivveellyy remarked: “They say someone plans to close GUM.”
The next day the Minister of Trade received a phone call which ‘advised’ him to stop the earlier top-
secret activities. So, GUM survived one more time and in the 1970s became the largest shopping
centre of the former USSR and one of the largest malls in the world.
11998855--...... PPEERREESSTTRROOIIKKAA  AANNDD  NNEEWW  RREEAALLIITTIIEESS::  Although it was struggling along with the rest of the
country in the early days of Gorbachov’s perestroika, GUM managed to kkeeeepp  aaffllooaatt and re-
structured itself. Then, 100 years after it was built, when Yeltsin sat in the Kremlin, it was privatised
and once again became a mall where merchants of all trades could offer their products to customers.
It was completely rreennoovvaatteedd for the 850th anniversary of Moscow and is now the leading Russian
retailer. Visit GUM’s website: wwwwww..gguumm..rruu to see it for yourself.
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